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SUBJECT: LAO PEOPLE TOLD TO DEFEND LAO-VIENTNAMESE "SPECIAL 
RELATIONSHIP" 

SUMMARY: LAO AUTHORITIES IN RECENT DAYS HAVE FOCUSED 
THEIR PROPAGANDA ON SUPPORT FOR THE VIETNAMESE-LAO 
"SPECIAL RELATIONSHIP", WARNING OF "IMPERIALIST SCHEMES" 

TO DIVIDE THE LPDR AND SRV. THE LPRP DAILY "VOICE OF 
THE PEOPLE" SEPTEMBER 12, 13, 14 CARRIED EDITORIALS ON 
THIS THEME. LAO CITIZENS IN VIENTIANE HEARD A SIMILAR 
LINE AT SEMINARS DURING THE EVENING OF SEPTEMBER 14. 

END SUMMARY. 

1 . "VOICE OF THE PEOPLE" SEPTEMBER 12 CARRIED A 
COMMENTARY ENTITLED "WHAT ARE THE TRICKS OF THE 
IMPERIALISTS AND THEIR LACKIES TO DESTROY LAO-VIETNAMESE 
SOLIDARITY?". THE COMMENTARY SAID IN PART: "THE 
IMPERIALISTS AND THEIR LACKIES HAVE A POLICY TO DESTROY 
LAO-VIETNAMESE SLOLDARITY, MAINTAINING THOUSANDS OF 
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TRICKS TO DIVIDE UP OUR TWO COUNTRIES, ENCIRCLE THEM 
SEPARATELY AND CONQUER OUR COUNTRIES.. ..THEY WANT TO 
SEPARATE LAOS FROM THE SOCIALIST CIRCLE (FROM VIET NAM 
FIRST) AND TO ISOLATE LAOS. THEN IT IS EASY TO 
DESTROY THE LAO REVOLUTION. AFTER THAT THEY WILL 
THREATEN VIET NAM AND CAUSE PROBLEMS FOR THE VIETNAMESE 
REVOLUTION. AFTER THEY HAVE DESTROYED THE SOLIDARITY 
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OF LAOS AND VIET NAM THEY WOULD CONQUER THE TWO COUN- 
TRIES AND EASILY RULE OVER OTHER COUNTRIES IN SOUTHEAST 
ASIA, ENCIRCLE AND ATTACK THE SOCIALIST CAMP. TO 
DESTROY LAO-VIETNAMESE SOLIDARITY IS THE GREAT STRATEGIC 
POLICY OF THE IMPERIALISTS AND THEIR TRAITORS." 

2. "VOICE OF THE PEOPLE" SEPTEMBER 13 CARRIED A 
COMMENTARY ENTITLED "DOES VIET NAM REALLY INVADE LAOS", 
WHICH SAID IN PART: "IMPERIALISTS AND THEIR LACKIES... 

URGE OUR PEOPLE TO CONSIDER FRIENDS AS ENEMIES AND 
OPPOSE VIET NAM. ...THEY ACCUSE OUR LEADERS AND OFFI- 
CIALS OF HAVING A 'VIETNAMESE HEAD AND LAO BODY’. THEY 
INCIKTE GROUPS OF LAO PEOPLE TO FLEE TO FOREIGN COUNTRIES 
AND HELP REACTIONARIES LEFT BEHIND IN OUR COUNTRY TO 
RESIST THE REGIME." THE COMMENTARY CONTINUES: "THIS 
POLICY TO DIVIDE UP OUR TWO COUNTRIES IS NOT SUCCESSFUL 
EVEN THOUGH SOME OF US TEMPORARILY BELIEVE THEM. YOU 
SEE THAT FRENCH AND AMERICAN IMPERIALISTS AND THEIR 
LACKIES HAVE SPENT A LOT OF MONEY AIMING TO DESTROY OUR 
TWO COUNTRIES (CONTINUOUSLY) BUT OUR SPECIAL SOLIDARITY 
IS STRENGTHENED MORE AND MORE." 

3. "VOICE OF THE PEOPLE" SEPTEMBER 14 CARRIED A 
COMMENTARY ENTITLED "HOW MUCH HAS LAO-VIENTIANESE SOLI- 
DARITY BEEN IMPROVED IN THIS PERIOD?". THE COMMENTARY 
ALLEGES THAT THE VIETNAMESE "ALWAYS GAVE THEIR GREAT 
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ASSISTANCE PROMPTLY AND WITHOUT DEMANDING REPAYMENT." 
IT CLAIMS THAT THE VIETNAMESE PERMITTED LAO USE OF DA 
NANG PORT FACILITIES, HELPED IN CONSTRUCTION OF LAO 
ROADS LEADING TO VIETNAM. ASSISTED IN TRANSPORTATION 
OF GOODS THROUGH VIET NAM TO LAOS, AND TRAINED LAO 
OFFICIALS. THE ARTICLE CONCLUDES: "FROM NOW ON, THE 
FATE TO OUR TWO COUNTRTIE IS LINKED MORE FORMLY THAN 
EVER BEFORE." 

4. AT SEMINAR DURING THE EVENING OF SEPTEMBER 14, LAO 
AUTHORITIES IN ARMY UNIFORM TOLD LOCAL CITIZENS THAT 
THE LAO PEOPLE MUST WORK VERY CLOSELY WITH THE PAVN IN 
DEFENDING LAOS AGAINST "REACTIONARIES." 

5. COMMENT: THE LAO ARE SENSITIVE TO DOMESTIC AND 
FOREIGN CRITICISM WHICH ARGUES THAT THE LAO REVOLUTION 
IS CONTROLLED BY THE VIETNAMESE. THE RECENT SPATE OF 
PROPAGANDA IN DEFENSE OF THE "SPECIAL RELATIONSHIP", 
HOWEVER, IS UNUSUAL AND MAY HAVE BEEN PROMPTED BY THE 
CURRENT VISIT OF AN LPLA DELEGATION LED BY DEFENSE 
MINISTER KHAMTAI SIPHANDONE TO HANOI. THE LAO MAY ALSO 
HAVE BEEN STUNG BY CRITICISM OF THE PREPONDERANT VIET- 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


NAMESE ROLE IN LAOS APPEARING IN THE WORLD PRESS SINCE 
THE VIETNAMESE LEADERSHIP VISIT TO VIENTIANE IN JULY. 
CORCORAN 
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